ELVD Update — September 2022
The Board has many projects going
on right now — all of which will result
in much-needed improvements around
the district. It is a lot for three commissioners, two of whom work fulltime
and one who works almost fulltime,
but from home. Volunteers are welcome, as are positive suggestions.
Below are some of the projects in the
works.
Project 1: 2021 & 2022 Water
Main Replacements — $4,495,000
The voters approved new water
mains/upgrades at both the 2021 and
2022 annual meeting. In 2021 a
$1,260,000 warrant article was passed
that would result in new water mains
on three streets (Ellen Brook Road,
Deerpoint, Old Lantern). That work
began this summer and, because SUR
West (the contractors) didn’t encounter as much ledge as anticipated
and budgeted for, we were able to fix
one additional road (Birch Tree Lane)
using the 2021 bond/grant money
($1.26 million). Utilizing the 2022
bond/grant funding it is hoped to get
two more done before the ground
freezes. Those roads are Bobolink,
Raccoon Alley, and Autumn Road.
Some of the funds from the 2021
bond were used to engineer 11
streets in the hope that as the 2021
streets were finished the contractor
could roll into the 2022 funds and
keep going while their equipment was
in the district. We were able to do
that! The 2022 money was approved
by the Governor & Council at the end
of August so we will keep going on
water main replacements until the
money runs out. It is estimated fully
one-third of the streets will have new
mains by Fall of 2023!!
In the meantime, we work diligently
— with your assistance — finding and
repairing leaks. We thank everyone
who has seen something that looked
like a leak and said something! The
result has seen savings by not having
to truck in more water than we already have. As of Sept. 1, 2022,
678,000 gallons of water have been
delivered, at a cost of $68,206.00.
This part of the state is in a moderate-to-severe drought, which has im-

pacted our system’s wells and lake
levels. We appreciate and applaud all
who are conserving water by watching
their flowers wither instead of being
watered and who are driving dirty
cars! Unless you have access to lake
water or rainwater, you should not be
using your hose to water anything except vegetables/fruit trees and livestock. Water violations can result in
severe fines/penalties being issued. If
these are not paid on time, your
water may be turned off until full payment is received.
Project 2: 2022 Water System
Asset Management Grant —
$100,000
This project is 100% funded by a
grant. It is a continuation of the 2020
Asset Management Grant and will continue to inventory and refine our water
system. The 2020 AMG built the roadmap we needed to begin replacing
water mains based on leak logs. It has
helped us make intelligent and informed decisions regarding our water
system. The 2022 grant will assist with
GIS mapping of the system and implement the use of new hardware and
software to keep track of the status
of the water system.
Project 3: 2022 Strategic Planning
Grant — $50,000
This project is also 100% funded
by a grant. It funds the preliminary
engineering for Meetinghouse Treatment Plant for changes necessary to
treat Eastman Well as well as some
updates to the plant.
Project 4: 2022 Water System
Energy Audit Grant — $20,000
100% funded by the grant. An
energy audit will be performed on the
water system, which includes pumps,
treatment sites, etc.
Project 5: Stormwater Asset
Management Grant — $30,000
100% funded by the grant. This
study will look at and assess the
stormwater drainage throughout the
district and make recommendations
for better handling of runoff.

Project 6: Meetinghouse Water
Treatment Plant — $1,260,000
This project is funded through a
combination of grants and bonds or
notes. The money will be used to
make the necessary changes to the
Meetinghouse Treatment Plant as
engineered by Project 3 above.
Project 7: Patten Hill Water
Treatment Plant and Wells —
$280,000
This project is also funded through
a combination of grants and bonds or
notes. Several years ago a new
“house” was built on Patten Hill to
house the electrical system for the
wells located on Patten Hill. Currently
that electrical system is inside a ramshackle little structure that is rotting
away. The electrical system will be
moved into the new building and the
water lines will be run through the
basement, which will facilitate water
sampling. In addition to that project,
an arsenic treatment system will be
added to the Patten Hill Treatment
Plant to address the issue of arsenic
levels gradually increasing. Until now,
arsenic levels have been contained by
blending the water in the tank. Based
on the NH Dept. of Environmental
Services’ recent rule changes, permissible levels of arsenic are now 5 parts
per billion (PPB). Because of a slight
uptick in arsenic levels at Patten Hill,
we are now under a “Notice of Violation,” which stipulates the district
provide notification to all residents
until the violation has been resolved.
The new treatment will solve this
issue.
In addition to these major projects,
the three-person board must stay on
top of the day-to-day operation of the
district, which includes road maintenance, beach maintenance, and the
everyday operation of the water system. We also have several pre-applications in the works for arsenic
treatment at Hummingbird Well, meter
installation, and a soon-to-be-mandated lead pipe inventory of the entire
district — including household connections to our system. The Hummingbird
Well treatment application ranked
CONTINUED

CONTINUED FROM OTHER SIDE

high, and we should be hearing something the first week of September. The
meter installation application appears
to have a low chance of being funded
this year, due to a low ranking by the
state. There are additional funds that
may become available to assist with
the lead/copper lines inventory.
Other projects in the works include
finishing up the Sourcewater Protection work. The fences have been installed/updated at Meetinghouse and
the Eastman Well. Signage has been
purchased and remains to be installed, and surveillance cameras need
to be purchased and installed. This
project must be completed by December 31, 2022.
Sand replacement at Meeting-
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house/Dog Beach was planned but
the Hillsborough Conservation Commission felt we needed to first address the erosion/water runoff issue.
An additional zone meter pit has
been installed at the Hummingbird/
Hemlock intersection. We are currently
awaiting the arrival of the meters
(supply chain issues). This new meter
will allow us to isolate Alpine, a short
section of Gould Pond Road, and
Hemlock to check for leaks and water
use. A new zone meter may also be
installed on Autumn Road this year to
isolate that area.
The board will also begin budget
preparations for 2023 in December.
We are also revising the “Water Rules,
Fines, and Regulations” and should be
nearing the end of that project soon.

Part of those revised regulations will
address dormant curb stops. The
board will hold an informational public
meeting when all changes have been
made and approved by counsel.
The district is currently without a
clerk. We’ve advertised the position
and received one reply so far. The
clerk is responsible for all meeting minutes as well as the organization of
the annual meeting, including ballots.
So… that’s it in a nutshell. This is
some of what’s going on around the
district. We recently hired Sara Auger
to be our File Clerk. She is doing a
good job and is keeping us organized!
She is also able to answer/return
many calls because she has the
knowledge from being a former commissioner.

WATER WORKS WOES

At last, the district is getting water mains replaced! These long
overdue replacements are helping the district make progress in
the war on leaks. The board appreciates those who voted in favor
of the funding for this work. The district will see great improvements in its infrastructure through the next few years.
These improvements have not been without headaches. The
construction schedule changes seemingly daily. The board tries
to stay on top of what’s going on and keep the residents informed as soon as it can. It’s not a perfect system: not everyone
has a computer or checks online frequently.
So we will now add the following to all our water announcements: PLEASE PASS THIS INFORMATION ALONG TO YOUR
FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS WHO MAY NOT HAVE A COMPUTER
OR MAY NOT SEE THIS NOTIFICATION. TEXT THEM. EMAIL
THEM. CALL THEM. SPREAD THE WORD.
We hope this will help avoid the half-washed load of laundry
or, worse, the half-washed head of hair!
Again, the board would like to thank you all for your understanding. A project of this magnitude is bound to have a learning
curve. We are trying very hard to get ahead of it — and we will,
with your cooperation and patience. We don’t have everyone’s
email address or phone number. The system we are using is the
only viable option at this time.
If you have any questions, complaints or positive suggestions
for the board, please contact the board directly at info@
elvdnh.com. Don’t rely on Facebook — just because it’s on Facebook doesn’t mean it’s true (no matter what the tv commercial
says!). Don’t believe information unless you’ve gotten it from the
board.

