Emerald Lake Village District
Office: 147 West Main Street, Hillsborough, NH

Mail: PO Box 1753, Hillsborough, NH 03244
Tel: 603-464-3128

In attendance:

Friday, August 26, 2022 @ 4:21 PM
Commissioner workshop meeting minutes
Location: Main Office

Brett Taber (Commissioner, Chairman)
Deborah Kardaseski (Commissioner)
Sarah Blackman (Commissioner)
Carolyn Renken (Treasurer)
Residents:
Sara Auger
Meeting called to order by Chairman Taber at 4:21PM
roll call of officials completed.
Meeting began with Chairman Taber sharing review of prior discussion about the
potential for the development of a rule for “Dormant curb stops” and how they might be
invoiced. This review began with a request of a resident to have their curb stop removed so that
they would not have to pay any future water bills. Since that time, some other residents have also
inquired about the same topic and desire to remove their curb stop as well. The Board agreed that
in order to meet what would be considered as a “Dormant curb stop”, that no connection or
continuance of the service connection line to any residence, outbuilding building or yard hydrant
of any kind can be in place and have water available to it.
The Board reviewed several questions that an application might have included in it to
clearly show that the request to remove a curb stop was solely the property owner’s choice. The
concern for this is that once the curb stop was removed, if the property owner changed their mind
or a new buyer wanted to obtain water service, they knew that a “New water Hook up permit”
and process would be required. This would include all applicable fees that were in place at the
time of the new permit request.

During the concept discussion for this approach a rough estimate value was used for
discussion purposes as to the cost for removal of a curb stop. The intent of the board is that no
cost for this effort is incurred by the district. For discussion purposes the board sued a value of
$1,500.00 for this fee. (This was an estimate based on past system repairs that included
excavation and labor costs). A quote from Aquamen has been requested so that a more accurate
cost can be reviewed.
Another element of this discussion was that if this approach for removal was chosen, then
once all applicable fees were paid and the removal was completed the district would abate the
current billing cycle amount only that was in place at the time of the application approval.
A second option was discussed that might apply to properties that are unable to pay the
applicable fees as discussed for removal from the system. This option was to enact a reduced rate
fee for “Dormant curb stops” if they fit the definition. The rate discussed during the meeting was
a proposal of 50% of the current billing cycle amount.
Drafts of a rule change are being developed and will be submitted to legal counsel for
review. The board hopes to have a resolution in place before the next billing cycle. If this can
occur, any properties that the district knows to be in this situation, those property owners would
be notified to inquire their choice of direction. The board tabled this discussion and went on to
provide an update on driveway permits.
Commissioner Kardaseski advised that 2 driveway permits have been completed and issued and
2 others have been mailed out. A review of 2 additional lots still need to take place.
The board was advised of the Mary Rowe well sire is having pump failure, and this is
contributing to our water rate loss each week. Aquamen will be replacing the well pump the
week of 8/29/2022. Aquamen just completed the installation of a new Zone meter pit that will
support water use/ loss investigations for the areas of Hemlock, Alpine way, and a portion of
Gould Pond Road.
Chairman Taber shared that a quote was being sought from SUR construction as part of the
Water distribution project for the potential installation of a Zone meter on Autumn Road while
they do the install of the new piping this fall. The thought for this inquiry was due to several
leaks that Autumn Road had this year alone and that this area has no visibility for leaks since it is
not monitored by any meters. Although the district piping would be new, the resident lines would
not be and the potential for excess use or loss could be seen and tracked to aid in understanding
future residential water metering. We await the quote from SUR construction.

Commissioner Kardaseski made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:38 PM with
Chairman Taber 2nd the motion. The motion passed with a yes vote from all Commissioners.
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