
 
Emerald Lake Village District 

Office: 147 West Main Street, Hillsborough, NH 
Mail: PO Box 1753, Hillsborough, NH 03244 

Tel: 603-464-3128  
 

    Wednesday, August 10, 2022 @ 6:30 PM 
Commissioner workshop meeting minutes 

Location: Main Office 
In attendance: 

Brett Taber (Commissioner, Chairman) 
Deborah Kardaseski (Commissioner) 
Carolyn Renken (Treasurer) 
 
Residents: 
Sara Auger 
 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Taber at 6:30 PM  
Pledge of Allegiance and roll call of officials completed. 
 

Meeting began with water quality update for beaches. Commissioner Kardaseski 
presented that the August sample taken (8/3) for all beaches had shown a high level of E.Coli 
bacteria on the right side of the meeting house beach. Advisory signage had been posted on the 
beach the same evening (8/10) the Board had been alerted to the high level being present. A new 
test was to be taken on (8/11) with an expedited result to be requested for the same day. 

Commissioner Kardaseski further shared that the lake had presented with a unique type 
of Cyanobacteria that seemed to stay along the edges of the beach areas and was on the bottom 
of the lakebed. The State had suggested to share informational notices on all the beach areas so 
that the public could know to minimize their exposure as well as for their pets. A retest would be 
performed on (8/12). Commissioner Kardaseski would share the results after they came back the 
same date. 

The next item on the agenda was to review any additional tree quotes for the removal of a 
large pine tree that had its root base disturbed during the water infrastructure project on 
Ellenbrook road. Both Contractors; Roblee tree and Potter tree service provided the same quote 
amount with a rate of $2,500. Commissioner Kardaseski made a motion to higher Potter tree 



service to perform the tree removal with said cost to be reimbursed from the Roads and Bridges 
CRF. Chairman Taber 2nd the motion. Motion passed with a yes vote from both commissioners. 
Commissioner Kardaseski will reach out to Potter tree service and coordinate the removal and 
ensure adequate insurance coverage is in place prior to any work being performed. 

Chairman Taber provided an update by the auditor regarding the Red Fox Crossing 
project overall costs and overages that may have not been fully covered previously. After all 
items were noted, the Auditors notes stated that a sum of $55,000 had not yet been recovered 
from the Roads and Bridges CRF to aid in balancing the general fund correctly. A motion was 
made by Chairman Taber to make a withdrawal from the Roads and Bridges CRF account in the 
amount of $55,000 and to deposit it into the General account. The motion was 2nd by 
Commissioner Kardaseski. Motion was passed with a yes from both Commissioners. Chairman 
Taber to draft the letter to the trustees requesting the withdrawal. 

The next items on the agenda was the sharing that a new N.O.V. (Notice of Violation) 
was received from NHDES as it relates to the annual average for Arsenic was above the 
allowable limit of .005 mg/l. The location of this sample is the Patten hill blended tank location. 
The sample was taken July 11, 2022. Notices will be shared on our media forums as well as send 
out the residential notices by mail and to complete the notifications by 9/8/2022. The Board has 
already addressed this locations issues with its Arsenic level with the Treatment project that had 
been approved by residents during the 2022 Annual meeting. 

The next item shared was an update on the 2021/2022 water distribution line replacement 
project. To date, Ellenbrook road had had the mainline replaced and all residents are hooked 
back up to the main line. Temporary service has been removed. Deer point has had most of the 
mainline replaced with most resident locations hooked up as well. Residents remain on 
temporary service as of this meeting date. Old Lantern Road has had the temporary line deployed 
and residents are now hooked up to temporary service. 

Discussion of the residential meter pits that are part of the project took place. The current 
plan is to install about 3-4 residential meter pits across the 11 roads that are part of this 2-phase 
project. This will allow for the capturing of baseline data on water usage volume. The plan is that 
this data can aid with the planning and future implementation of residential meters and the 
financial model for that project. Currently the Meter pits are back ordered and will be addressed 
in the future. 

An update was shared related to the Stormwater Asset Management grant. Gail 
Associates will be setting up a kickoff meeting for this project and it will be shared with 
residents for any that wish to attend and participate. Commissioner Blackman is working to 
obtain a new government ID number that is required for reimbursement from the State due to the 
federal funds being used. 

            It was mentioned again due to the 8/04/22 meeting being cut short that the donations 
made by Mark Widdison and Mark Martin were greatly appreciated. Additionally, Chairman 
Taber made the motion to accept the Monetary donation of $500 from Mark Widdison, US 
Water Consultants toward the sole purpose of Recreational playground equipment. 



Commissioner Kardaseski shared that the district had been notified about the approval for 
the CY 2023 leak detection grant for ELVD. The district has utilized this service for multiple 
years over the past 5 years. 

A brief update on the Eastman well site was shared in that a pilot treatment method was 
identified and now it will move toward the next stage of evaluating and development a full 
volume treatment plan and cost estimates. This effort is being covered by a strategic planning 
grant at no cost to the resident water users. Final signatures from the Governors council is 
expected by the end of August as of this meeting date. 

The board has several driveway permits in had and Commissioner Kardaseski is 
reviewing them for any action items that may be necessary.  

Commissioner Kardaseski had some misc. items to review with the board. 

Asked about the Hummingbird culvert replacement, Wingwalls have been quoted out and can be 
obtained for $1,800. Materials to be obtained and develop a known timeline for when they could 
be delivered will aid in planning the replacement timeline. 

 The resignation letter from Clerk Rick Rose had been modified and listed as his effective date of 
resignation as 8/8/22. Commissioner Kardaseski made a motion to accept the resignation Of 
Clerk Rick Rose (reluctantly). Chairman Taber 2nd the motion. Motion passed with yes from both 
Commissioners. 

Motion was made by Commissioner Kardaseski to accept the July 25, 2022 meeting minutes as 
written. Chairman Taber 2nd the motion. Motion passed with yes from both Commissioners. 
Commented that she would add the Cyanobacteria water testing process to the work instruction 
previously drafted for others in the future performing this test. 

 

 The final topic for the evening was an overview discussion regarding how to approach 
“Dormant Curb stops”. Recently there have been several requests to have “dormant curb stops” 
removed from the ELVD water distribution system. It was noted that there is nothing in place at 
this time that covers how to proceed with these requests and not have the district incur expenses 
since property owners would prefer not to have a water bill for the curb stop that does not 
actively have the ability to provide water to their property. During the discussion it was noted 
that certain definitions would be necessary to add this to the rules and regulations. Thoughts 
were shared as to how to approach this possibly by offering 2 options for these types of hook 
ups. One option could be a reduced fee while the other could be the removal but that all removal 
costs would be the responsibility of the property owner and would need to be paid before the 
work was done. An application form was drafted in an attempt to document and ensure that any 
resident making this choice would be making it of their own choosing and not being forced into 
it by the Board. The concern around this was that if a curb stop was approved to be removed and 
then the next year or in the future the same owner/ or a new property owner wanted the curb stop 
back, that they would need to file for a new water hook up with all applicable fees. The drafts 
will be reviewed further by the board and possibly hold another meeting later in August if more 



discussion is needed. The current desire would be to have a new rule in place before the next 
mailing/ billing cycle goes out. 

Commissioner Kardaseski made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:31PM with 
Chairman Taber 2nd the motion. The motion passed with a yes vote from both Commissioners. 
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