
 
Emerald Lake Village District 

Office: 147 West Main Street, Hillsborough, NH 

Mail: PO Box 2217, Hillsborough, NH 03244 

Tel: 603-464-3128  

Fax: 603-464-4132 

 

ELVD Commissioner meeting 

Thursday August 27, 2020 @ 6:30 PM  

Location: ELVD office and online meeting via GO TO Meetings 

AFT DRAFT  

 

Board Attendees - In Person 

Brett Taber, Commissioner 

Sara Auger, Commissioner 

Katie Page, Commissioner 

Debbie Kardaseski, Administrator 

Rick Rose, Clerk 

 

Residents 

Remote: Chris Reed, Greg Klos, Maryellen Duffy-Tanamly 

In office: Melissa Taber and Wayne Held 

 

Non-Residents 

Remote: Chris Berg and Greg Smith from Wright-Pierce 

 

Meeting called to order by Commissioner Taber at 6:30pm. Pledge of Allegiance was said by those in 

the office. 

 

AGENDA 

 

● Pledge of Allegiance 

● Roll Call & Quorum Commissioners 

 

 

DISCUSSION TOPICS 

● Open discussion with applicants for open positions: Katie Page who is interested in the open 

commissioner position joined the in-office meeting. The Treasurer applicant we had is unable to 

accept the position at this time.  

 

● Appointment and swearing in of new commissioner: Commissioner Taber made a motion to 

appoint Katie Page as the new commissioner. Both commissioners (Auger and Taber) accepted 

the motion, motion passed. Katie Page was sworn in by Clerk Rose. The board welcomed Katie 

to join them at the table.  

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

● Approve prior meeting minutes: Commissioner Taber made a motion to approve the August 

20th meeting minutes with the following correction: under the Summer Maintenance contract, 
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the ending of that contract was stated as ending 30 days from August 24th but needed to be 

changed to August 21st. Both commissioners (Auger and Taber) accepted the motion, motion 

passed. Commissioner Taber made a motion to accept the July 16th meeting minutes as 

written. Both commissioners (Auger and Taber) accepted motion, motion passed. Commissioner 

Taber made a motion to accept the August 13th minutes as written. Both commissioners (Auger 

and Taber) accepted the motion, motion passed.  

 

● Discussion with Wright-Pierce on water source efforts: Commissioner Taber turned the 

discussion over to Chris Berg and Greg Smith for information and updates. Wright-Pierce drilled 

3 locations (2 on the Eastman beach property and 1 on the Mary Rowe site) and a total of 4 

wells with an offset technique. The Mary Rowe site, unfortunately, will not be a site the district 

will be able to utilize for a water source. There are lots of boulders and the soil is too tight. The 

beach sites were much more successful. They drilled down to 30 feet and hit bedrock around 60 

feet. They ran a pump test on “TW1-20” location for about an hour and found that this is a 

highly sustainable well at about 30 gallons a minute and won’t drop off like any of our bedrock 

(this well would be a sand and gravel one) wells. With proper maintenance, this well (8” X 12”) 

can be a “forever” well. The unclear part is a protective radius issue that the State requires. Up 

to 40 gallons per minute there needs to be a protective 250 ft radius. Since we already own the 

property there will be huge cost savings from the beginning. They believe that even with site 

development, there should be no issue for public beach use and swimming. As far as water 

quality goes, there are high levels of iron and manganese, but there also could be some 

changes of that over time. Treatment options (not a State requirement for health reasons, just 

purely aesthetic) for these depend on the individual levels we find at the end of well 

development. Preliminary tests were not stabilized readings. If the levels come down, we could 

just use an absorption filter. Most likely, we could use a filter that needs to be backwashed. 

Filtration can be done within our existing treatment facility. The media used is quite resilient 

and has a 5-10 year cycle for replacement.  

The next step is we need to engage DES regarding what they’re going to require about 

setbacks.  

The cost for this well would be around $45K (the biggest cost would be driving pipe down) and 

then pump testing and permitting. Putting in an emergency well versus a fully designed well 

would be wasting a significant amount of money. Permitting (this will require a shoreline 

permit) for this should go fairly smoothly (about 45 days) through DES, due to our emergency 

status. We could use overland piping temporarily to get water soon, but a more permanent 

fixture would take at least 6 months (we can start with a hybrid model) since we are currently 

spending about $4000 a week to truck in water right now. Commissioner Taber made a motion 

to authorize Wright-Pierce to move forward with the permitting on the Eastman Beach property. 

Commissioners Auger and Page accepted the motion along with Commissioner Taber, motion 

passed.  

 

● Discussion with Wright-Pierce on DWGTF application filing: Applying for the Drinking Water 

Grant Trust Fund is highly recommended by Wright-Pierce. They will check for other available 

fund sources, as well. They will work through the development of the application. The board 

voted, in an earlier meeting, to submit the application to be used for this project. We may be in 

line to receive some type of loan forgiveness.  

 

● Commissioner Auger updated the board that Aquamen is currently working on bid specs for the 

transducers. Wright-Pierce will be providing support on this task, as well.  
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● Aquamen is ready to change out the Fluoride media. We will reach out to ADEdge to get the ball 

rolling on that task.  

● Aquamen has completed training on cross-connection, so they will be ready when we are to 

complete this task, as well. They will check with the State to see if they need a license, 

certification or if their water operator license is sufficient. Their fee (what the homeowner pays 

for doing a backflow test) for doing this will be determined at a later time.  

● Commissioner Auger would like to review the lease (ending at the end of September) of the 

ELVD office. Currently, we are waiting for the renewal. Typically the rent (right now it’s $950) 

goes up $50 per month every year. If we went with a 3 year lease it would stay at $950 then 

go up in years 2 and 3. If we go with just 1 year it’ll jump to $1000 per month. The rent 

includes the heat, the AC, electricity, snow plowing, the dumpster and the building is ADA 

accessible. Other places researched had lower rents, but high maintenance fees and ended up 

being the same as to what we pay now.  

● Commissioner Taber met with the Town Selectman on Tuesday to talk about ideas on improving 

the boat ramp without impacting the two driveways already there. There’s limited parking right 

now. They were very receptive to the idea. Because of the bridge project, there will be excess 

fill (and also some at Patten Hill) that could be used for the boat ramp. Follow-up will need to 

be done with the road agent and the fire department (about the hydrant that is there) before 

anything is decided.  

● Adjournment of meeting: Commissioner Taber made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 

7:49pm. Commissioners Auger, Taber and Page approved the motion, motion passed.  

 

*Meetings will be held primarily in the office while supported online via usage of GOTO meetings as 

posted on website; as Emergency orders become relaxed, meetings will resume to be held at 

District Office, 147 W. Main St. Hillsboro, NH unless otherwise noted 

 

*The Agenda is subject to change at the Commissioner's discretion up to and during the meeting* 

 

Regards, 

 

__________________ 

Rick Rose, ELVD Clerk 

 

Approved by: 

 

 

___________________________ 

Brett Taber, Commissioner (Chair) 

  

_____________________ 

Sara Auger, Commissioner 
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_____________________ 

Katie Page, Commissioner 

 

DRAFT DRAFT 


