
 
Emerald Lake Village District 

Hillsboro, New Hampshire, 03244 
Official Meeting Minutes 

 
 

 
COMMISSIONERS MEETING ON; January 29, 2014 
Meeting came to order at 7:00pm. 
Pledge of Allegiance  
Moment of Silence 
 
Present: Commissioners Troy Cornock and John Dahood. 
Administrator; Jim Coffey 
ELVD residents 
 
Commissioner Troy Cornock opened the meeting by telling those in attendance that Bob Hutchinson was not present 
because he had resigned. Commissioner John Dahood said Troy Cornock is now the new Chairman and it was discussed 
with legal counsel. John was asked what legal counsel he was referring to. John said it was Justin Richardson the 
Districts lawyer.  
A resident asked if Bob would be at tonight’s meeting. Susan Hutchinson said he would come if he was called.  
Tricia Stefanelli sent Bob a text asking him to attend. Bob sent a text back saying he was still at work and could not be 
there until around 8:30pm.  
 
Troy Conock explained Jim Coffey would be late as he is in Concord on his State Rep business.  
Troy said we would have to wait for Jim to get here to discuss the timing of the budget hearing and annual meeting 
because Jim has the dates.  
 
Troy went to the next item on the agenda which was a contract for Administrator Jim Coffey.  
 
Bill Clohessey asked why Jim wants a contract now as he’s never had one before.  
 
Treasurer Sue Hutchinson said that yes, Jim does have a contract. She said there is a copy of it at the ELVD office.  
Commissioners Troy Cornock and John Dahood said they have no intentions of signing any contracts.  
 
Troy Cornock said he feels the board really needs three Commissioners so therefore nothing concerning Jim’s contract 
will not be addressed until after the Districts annual meeting.  
 
Denise DeForest said she feels giving Jim a contract is a big mistake.  
 
She said when he worked for the town and was fired he sued. She said what if after three months he is not happy with us 
he may sue the District.  
 
John Dahood said he feels the residents should vote on it.  
 
Mark Rodier said he thinks a resident should have the position.  
 
Grace Schnurr said she doesn’t feel comfortable having an administrator who says a 600% debt increase will not raise our 
taxes. She then asked if this is a paid position. She was answered “yes” by Troy Cornock. 
 
Grace then said from what she has read in the papers, there seems to be a misappropriation of funds.  
TreasurerSue Hutchinson explained that Bob Hutchinson, by vote by the Commissioners, was hired to plow the District 
buildings, wells and hydrants for $40.00 per hour. She said this vote never made it into the minutes.  
Denise DeForest said she never approved this and Tricia Stefanelli could back her up.  
Sue then explained the $4500.00 for fencing was a State grant. She said included in the grant was permission for the 
Commissioners to hire local people for $17.55 per hour. Sue said no money had been stolen.  



Commissioner Troy Cornock asked Grace Schnurr why she was just coming out of the woodwork now.  
Grace said she didn’t like his attitude and that the last meeting she was at was in 2006 and the same hostility seems to 
remain.  
Commissioner John Dahood explained that the $20,000.00 grant was to totally enclose the infrastructure.  
John encouraged all residents to attend all the meetings and said there are positions on the board coming available and 
that people should run.  
Grace Schnurr asked if Bob Hutchinson was paid to clean the beaches. Sue Hutchinson said he was paid to clean out the 
portable toilets, etc.  
Josh Merva of the ELVD planning board said he has never seen Bob out cleaning the beaches. Several residents said 
Bob is out there all the time and mainly early in the morning.  
 
Sue Ireland said when Jim Coffey and Sue Hutchinson came on board the District was a mess. She said they put a lot of 
time and effort into straightening out our account system and money was found as well as our taxes remaining level. She 
said each year the District passes our audit with flying colors.  
Kay Burnham agreed saying Sue Hutchinson cleaned up one heck of a mess.  
 
When Jim Coffey arrived at 7:35pm Bill Clohessey asked him about wanting a contract.  
Jim said that would be discussed in a private session because one person involved is not present at this meeting.  
Grace Schnurr asked Jim why we should want him as our administrator, what he brings to the table. 
  
Jim answered in 2008 when he came onboard there was no balance sheet.  He said Sue Hutchinson found the funds, Iris 
Campbell keyed them in and Jim made up the balance sheet separating the general and water funds as they should be.  
He also said he has got the District grants; he was responsible for the Hummingbird Bridge and getting the 1.8 million for 
the water system with 36% forgiveness.  
 
Jim said he would like a contract so his role is better defined, meaning what he is and is not responsible for. He is not 
asking for more money. The District budgets $12,000.00 a year for an administrator.  
 
Joe Feindel asked about seeing what is spent each month etc. He said he attends all meetings and has never seen the 
books. It was explained to him that the monthly manifest passed around at the meetings each month contains this 
information. He was then told it is also in the annual report.  
 
Grace Schnurr asked Jim to explain why a 600% increase would not affect our taxes.  
Jim told her it is part of the water fund.  
Bill Clohessey said he feels Jim is lying to the residents saying this debt will not increase our taxes.  
Lois Rostanzo said it is not the same in a non profit environment.  
Jim further explained.  
 
Virginia Burton asked now that Bob Hutchinson is no longer a Commissioner who will manage the boards in the lake? 
She said we have not had any floods since Bob has been in charge.  
John Dahood said he has helped many times taking the boards out and putting them in and that he knows we need a 
better system. He said the dam has to be addressed.  
Richard Booth said a good job is being done by Bob and John as we have not had any floods in about five years.  
 
Patricia Edris asked why Bob Hutchinson was not at the meeting. She said she feels like Bob was forced to resign and 
that we’ve had a great seven or eight years, “chill time.”  
 
She said Bob has taken care of properties of people who aren’t even here full time and gone above and beyond.  
She feels that Bob was badgered the night he resigned and gave the proverbial “FU”. This drew a roomful of applause.  
Patricia said the gazebo looks great but she didn’t like the fact that the trees at Eastman park were removed without 
asking the residents what they thought.  
 
Commissioner John Dahood said Bob was not forced to resign, but that he made a choice. He said other people were 
asked to resign that night but did not. John also added that you can’t take away what Bob has done for the District. 
Kay Burnham asked about the circumstances of Bob resigning.  
 
John Dahood explained that last July he forgot to sign his name on a manifest and Bob made the decision to sign his 
name to it. He said he felt that Bob should have called him and asked him to come back to the office and sign it or he 
should have brought it by his house as he has done in the past.  
 
Kay Burnham explained that Bob is a diamond in the rough with not an evil bone in his body. She said the Villager blew 
the story up.  
 



John Dahood said he was not happy with any of the stories in the papers. He explained he is a family man and that he 
doesn’t want his name on anything he has not signed himself. John did say that Bob called him that night and told John 
that he signed his name on a manifest.  
 
Sue Ireland asked John why he didn’t do anything about it sooner. She asked why he didn’t go down to the office the next 
day and fix it. 
  
Sue Hutchinson said John could have signed above where Bob had signed John’s name.  
John said he has been trying to see the manifest for the past five months.  
 
Bill Clohessey said that last September when the ELVD planning board went on their drive around the District Bob 
showed them where he dumped contaminated soil close to our water tank. Bill said DES mandated the soil to be disposed 
of properly by the contractors and that Bob ignored this. Bill then said that Bob said this was probably the biggest mistake 
he’s ever made. Bill then pointed out that last summer we had a boil water notice in the District. He said DES is not happy 
that Bob compromised the integrity of the District water.  
 
Bill told the attendees that he is going to court on Tuesday regarding a Right to Know 91A violation. He said he has not 
been given the information he has requested from Jim Coffey. He said Jim told him he could sit at the District’s computer 
for one hour and get his information. Jim Coffey said he would not discuss it further. Denise DeForest asked Jim Coffey if 
he did not do the same thing with the town after he was fired.  
 
The Dawn St. /Razor Wire LLC incident was discussed. This past summer Bob Hutchinson gave Joe Manning of Razor 
Wire verbal permission to clear some trees off his property. Mr. Manning did a lot more than that deeming the property 
unsafe. An agreement was made including legal counsel and the District now owns the piece of property. A cost of 
$28,000.00 to the residents resulted. DOT will need to be involved to resolve the issue including road work, etc. Jim 
Coffey said Skip Edwards put large rocks across the property as a temporary measure.  
 
Grace Schnurr asked who Bill Clohessey is and she also wanted to know why Lois resigned from the ELVD planning 
board. Lois said she didn’t feel it was the right place or time to explain why she quit. She said Bill Clohessey is the 
appointed chairman of the ELVD planning board. She said Bill is a well-intentioned bully who if he toned himself down he 
would get more accomplished.  
 
Jim Coffey had the Commissioners sign the Tata and Howard water conservation documents.  
 
Jim said the ground survey will be done next week and that Bob Hutchinson usually went around with them at no charge. 
He said we have no choice but to have WSO go around this time. He also said Dig Safe will be called.  
 
The timetables for the annual meeting and the budget hearing were discussed.  
Jim Coffey said our annual meeting will be in mid-April. He and the Commissioners have to sit down and set the budget 
and get the warrant articles written. 
  
Jim also explained that the ELVD planning board will have to determine terms for their members.  
Tricia Stefanelli said right now the District is having a hard time finding venues for the meetings. She explained she called 
the Police station to reserve the training room and was told it is booked until the end of March.  
 
Several residents had suggestions including Wymans, the American Legion and the public schools. 
Jim Coffey said he will keep the residents posted as we work things out. Notices will be posted on the website and the 
post offices.  
 
Commissioner Bob Hutchinson text Tricia Stefanelli saying he would not be coming to the meeting.  
Kim Grondin said Bob is always there when you need him. She asked who else would come to your house at 2am if you 
needed something. Jennifer Raiche agreed. Kim then said Bob is always at the beaches cleaning up and would do 
anything for anybody.  
 
At 9:10pm Commissioner Troy Cornock made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
Commissioner John Dahood seconded the motion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



Respectfully submitted by 
District Clerk 
Patricia Stefanelli 

 
Approved By: 
 
____________________ 
Bob Hutchinson 
 
____________________ 
Troy Cornock 
 
____________________ 
John Dahood 


